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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To open only pictures to be viewed only to the 
other desired side on a network without spending requiring any labor or any 
costs at the time of photographing or after photographing in a network 
photo-service for providing a digital photographic service on the network. 
SOLUTION: Pictures registered in a data base 16 and already registered 
album names (album 1 t album 2, album 3) are displayed on the personal 
screen of a user, and a user is allowed to make the album name correspond 
to the picture, and the corresponding relation set by the user is stored in 
this system. When the album name is designated by the user, only the 
pictures belonging to the album are displayed based on the stored 
corresponding relation so that reading by album units can be attained. 
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* NOTICES 

Japan Patent Office is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original precisely. 

2 **** s hows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 
[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] The network photograph service system which offers the various services which use the aforementioned 
picture by exhibiting a picture on the network characterized by providing the following A picture storage means to 
memorize two or more pictures A picture selection means by which a service user enables it to choose one or more 
pictures made to belong to each aforementioned picture group from the pictures in which the aforementioned perusal is 
possible by enabling on a network perusal of the name of the picture group registered beforehand, and the picture 
memorized by the aforementioned picture storage means The name of the aforementioned picture group The picture 
group management tool which manages a picture group by memorizing a correspondence relation with the picture 
chosen as a picture made to belong to this picture group, The group picture public presentation means which enables 
perusal only of the picture which belongs to the picture group of the name specified among the pictures memorized by 
the aforementioned picture storage means based on the memorized correspondence relation when the name of a picture 
group was specified by the service user on a network 

[Claim 2] The network photograph service system according to claim 1 characterized by the aforementioned group 
picture public presentation means enabling perusal of a picture which belongs to the aforementioned picture group only 
to the service user which inputted the password registered beforehand. 

[Claim 3] The network photograph service system according to claim 1 or 2 characterized by haying further the picture 
group registration means which enables registration of the picture group by the service user on the aforementioned 
network. 

[Claim 4] The network photograph service system according to claim 3 characterized by the aforementioned picture 
group registration means being a means to match and memorize the password for restricting the name of the picture 
group which the aforementioned service user set up, and the perusal of a picture which belongs to this picture group. 
[Claim 5] The network photograph service system of four given in any 1 term from the claim 1 characterized by the 
aforementioned picture group management tool being a means to manage a picture group by appending the incidental 
information which shows the name of a picture group with which each of this picture belongs to each aforementioned 
picture. 

[Claim 6] The network photograph service system of five given in any 1 term from the claim 1 to which it has further 
the comment appending means which enables comment appending by the service user on the network to the picture 
exhibited by the aforementioned group picture public presentation means, and the aforementioned group picture public 
presentation means is characterized by enabling perusal of the comment information appended to each of this picture 
with each aforementioned picture. 

[Claim 7] The network photograph service system of six given in any 1 term from the claim 1 characterized by having 
further the print order means which enables the print order on the network of the picture exhibited by the 
aforementioned group picture public presentation means. 



[Translation done.] 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[The technical field to which invention belongs] this invention relates to the network photograph service system which 

offers the digital photograph services including print service on a network. 

[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] Conventionally, as one gestalt of digital photograph service, a user's digital image is kept 
to the system of a service provider (registration), and the network photograph service which receives a print order etc. 
through networks, such as the Internet, is known. 

[0003] With such service, if registration of a digital image is requested to a lab, for example at the time of film 
development, registration ID will be published to the user. The photograph recorded on the film is digitized in a lab or 
the service center of exclusive use, is kept by the system of a service provider, and is further exhibited on a network. A 
user can peruse a registered picture by accessing the system of a service provider through a network. Under the present 
circumstances, perusal of a picture is restricted by the above-mentioned registration ID. Moreover, Registration ID and a 
password restrict perusal to two stages in many cases. 
[0004] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] as mentioned above — network photograph service — persons other than the 
owner of a picture - without notice — the picture **** — perusal is restricted so that things may not be made However, 
it is like the photograph of the travel performed, for example with the friend to show the others a picture positively. In 
this case, with the conventional network photograph service, the partner was also able to peruse the picture by teaching 
Registration ID and a password to the partner who wants to show a picture. 

[0005] However, if the photograph of a travel with a friend and the photograph of a family travel are registered with the 
same registration ID and the password when Registration ID and the password have been taught for example, even the 
photograph of a family travel will be looked at by the friend. In order to avoid this, after classifying the photograph 
beforehand for every partner who shows, registration to a lab had to be performed and different Registration ID and the 
different password for every partner to show had to be acquired. 

[0006] However, many of network photograph service systems offered now are receiving registration of a picture per 
film, and a picture is displayed per film also in the case of perusal. Therefore, in order to acquire different registration 
ID for every partner shown as mentioned above, a photograph must be taken by exchanging films for every partner who 
shows. However, when a film generally remains, usually other photography is performed until it exhausts a film. That 
is, showing [ of exchanging a film for every partner ] is seldom performed actually. 

[0007] Moreover, with the service which receives registration per film, when film 2 duty is photoed for one travel, there 
is a problem that those photographs cannot be perused collectively. 

[0008] Furthermore, it is to show a different partner the same picture as he wants to show the coworker of a company 
the photograph taken, for example by the company trip, and to show the parents of a parents' home only the photograph 
with which himself in it was reflected further. In such a case, the picture shown for every partner cannot be restricted 
with the conventional service which can register only per film. 

[0009] Here, although the present condition is not carried but since registration receptionist processing becomes 
troublesome, the method of receiving registration not in a film unit but in arbitrary units is also considered. According to 
this method, package registration of the photograph of film 2 duty and perusal are attained, for example. Moreover, it 
also becomes possible to register only the picture to show to show for every partner. 

[0010] However, to the system of a service provider, I hear that registering only the picture to show showing for every 
partner must register the same picture doubly and there is to show two or more partners one picture as mentioned above. 
If a picture is registered doubly, since the capacity of the storage used for storage of a picture and the cost for 
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management will become double precision, therefore a service charge will also become double precision in the 
conventional system, this is not clearly [ for a service provider / for a user ] desirable. 

[001 1] On the other hand, it is a house or a photograph is digitized in a lab, it classifies for every partner who wants to 
show a picture, and there is also a method of carrying to a separate homepage, respectively. However, in order to do 
such work, it takes appropriate time and effort. Moreover, creation of a homepage is not necessarily that all users can 
do. 

[001 2] Therefore, the request of wanting to open only to the partner who wants to show only a picture to show on a 
network, without also applying cost, without applying the time and effort after the time of photography or photography 
is increasing, this invention aims at offering the network photograph service system equipped with the function for 
carrying out the above services by the low cost in view of this technical problem, without applying a burden to a user. 
[0013] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] The network photograph service system of this invention A picture storage means to 
offer the various services which use the aforementioned picture by exhibiting a picture on a network and to be a system 
and to memorize two or more pictures, By enabling on a network perusal of the name of the picture group registered 
beforehand, and the picture memorized by the aforementioned picture storage means A picture selection means by 
which a service user enables it to choose one or more pictures made to belong to each aforementioned picture group 
from the pictures in which the aforementioned perusal is possible, The picture group management tool which manages a 
picture group by memorizing the correspondence relation between the name of the aforementioned picture group, and 
the picture chosen as a picture made to belong to this picture group, When the name of a picture group is specified by 
the service user, it is based on the memorized correspondence relation. It is characterized by having the group picture 
public presentation means which enables on a network perusal only of the picture which belongs to the picture group of 
the name specified among the pictures memorized by the aforementioned picture storage means. 

[0014] A "picture storage means" is an image database which specifically carries out storage management of the picture 
kept for the user. As an image file of the file name decided based on the predetermined rule (for example, Registration 
ID and a picture registration day should put together) at the time of registration, storage storage is carried out at the 
mass hard disk etc., and each picture is in the state where it reads from a hard disk if needed, and can use. A picture 
storage means does not necessarily restrict corresponding to one storage, for example, when distributing and keeping a 
picture to two or more hard disks or the hard disk of two or more server computers, it shall be included. 
[0015] A "picture selection means" enables selection of the picture according the name of the picture group which can 
be chosen as the personal computer screen of the user (service user) who has accessed the system through a network, 
and the picture currently kept to a chart example, a number input, or mouse specification. A user can choose one picture 
group, can choose a picture to include in the group next one by one, and can define a picture group by finally pushing 
the O.K. button etc. Or a selectable picture group is displayed on the bottom of each picture with a check box, and you 
may enable it to choose the picture group to which the picture belongs for every picture. 

[0016] In addition, as for the picture in which a picture selection means indicates by list, it is desirable to consider only 
as the picture which the user registered like the conventional network system in fact. However, since this invention is 
applicable not only about a user's registration picture but the picture which for example, the service provider side offers, 
the perusal limit function by the picture selection means is not indispensable. 

[0017] Moreover, all the identifiers for not necessarily distinguishing not only the name of a character but a picture 
group from "the name of a picture group" in this invention shall be included. That is, "group A", a "company trip", 
"G001 ", etc. are mentioned as an example. 

[0018] A "picture group management tool" memorizes the correspondence relation of the information acquired by the 
above-mentioned picture selection means, i.e., the picture which belongs to a picture group and its picture group. 
However, I hear that only the information which indicates matching "memorizes a correspondence relation" here is 
memorized, and it is, and when classifying and memorizing the picture itself for every picture group, it does not contain. 
Namely, as for a picture main part, only one is saved even when one picture belongs to two or more picture groups. 
[0019] How to memorize the table which matched the name of a picture group, the file name of a picture, etc:, for 
example as a method of memorizing a correspondence relation can be considered. Or you may perform matching of a 
picture group and a picture by appending the incidental information which shows the name of a picture group with 
which each of that picture belongs to each picture. 

[0020] That is, although the group division of the picture was able to be carried out only by classifying and memorizing 
a picture main part in the conventional system, the system of this invention can define a picture group by memorizing a 
correspondence relation. 

[0021] A "group picture public presentation means" searches for the picture which belongs to the picture group which 
displayed first the name of the picture group which can be chosen, and the user enabled it to specify a picture group, and 
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was specified to be the personal computer screen of the user (service user) who has accessed the system through a 
network by the degree from the memorized correspondence relation, and indicates only those pictures by list. 
[0022] Under the present circumstances, this group picture public presentation means may enable perusal of a picture 
which belongs to the aforementioned picture group only to the service user which inputted the password registered 
beforehand, and may restrict perusal. 

[0023] Moreover, as for the above-mentioned system, it is desirable to have further the picture group registration means 
which enables registration of the picture group by the service user on the aforementioned network. That is, like "Group 
A", "Group B", and "Group C", although the fixed name which the service provider determined may be used for the 
above "the name of the picture group registered beforehand", it is desirably good to prepare the function in which a user 
can register the picture group of arbitrary names, such as a "company trip" and a "Christmas party", on a network. 
[0024] Under the present circumstances, you may match and memorize the password for restricting the name of the 
picture group which was made to set up not only the name of a picture group but a password, and the aforementioned 
user set up, and the perusal of a picture which belongs to this picture group. Thereby, it also becomes possible to restrict 
perusal by the group picture public presentation means with a password. 

[0025] Moreover, it may have further the comment appending means which enables comment appending by the service 
user on the network to the picture opened to the above-mentioned system by the aforementioned group picture public 
presentation means, and perusal of the comment information appended to each of this picture with each aforementioned 
picture by the aforementioned group picture public presentation means may be enabled. 

[0026] Moreover, you may have further the print order means which enables the print order on the network of the 

picture exhibited by the group picture public presentation means. 

[0027] 

[Effect of the Invention] According to the network photograph service system of this invention, since the group division 
of the registered picture can be perused and carried out on a network, it is not necessary to classify a picture according 
to the function of a picture selection means beforehand at the time of registration of a picture, and a picture can be 
classified according to it regardless of the unit of registration. 

[0028] Moreover, since it memorizes as correspondence relation between a group name and a picture with a picture 
group management tool, even when making one picture belong to two or more picture groups, the information about the 
group division inputted by the user at this time does not need to keep a picture doubly like the conventional system, and 
can save storage cost. 

[0029] Moreover, it has not been said that the picture by which the group division was carried out will be looked at by 
the coworker even to the photograph of a family travel if only the photograph of a company trip is opened to the 
coworker of a company as one group by the group picture public presentation means even when the photograph of a 
company trip and a family travel is registered together since it is exhibited in the group unit for example. 
[0030] That is, according to the system of this invention, a user can access a system via a network, can only perform an 
easy setup or a selection input, and can show only a picture to show the partner who wants to show. In other words, by 
easy operation, its own electronic album can be created on the system of a service provider, and the album can be shared 
with an acquaintance on a network. 

[0031] In addition, if a group picture public presentation means is made to enable perusal of a picture which belongs to 
the aforementioned picture group only to the service user which inputted the password registered beforehand in this 
case, it can open to the public in comfort also about the high picture of confidentiality. 

[0032] Moreover, if a picture group registration means is established further and a user enables it to register the picture 
group of arbitrary names on a network, the kind of picture included in each group can guess from a group name, and it is 
user-friendly for a user. ■ . 

[0033] Moreover, it is easy to use for a user the way it enabled it to set up freely by the user also about a password 
although the service provider could publish. 

[0034] furthermore, with a picture group management tool, in case the correspondence relation between a group name 
and a picture is memorized If a correspondence relation is memorized by appending the incidental information which 
shows the name of a picture group with which each of this picture belongs to each picture For example, when a 
predetermined storage term passes and a picture is deleted, since the correspondence relation about the deleted picture is 
deleted with the picture, conflict does not produce it in the memorized correspondence relation. That is, by the method 
of appending the name of a picture group to a picture, although it must relate and a table must be updated when a picture 
is deleted or a new picture is already added to a certain picture group if it is the case where a correlation table with the 
name of a picture group, the file name of a picture, ID, etc. is created and memorized, for example, since the need does 
not exist, management is comparatively easy. 

[0035] Moreover, those who perused the picture to the exhibited picture in the above-mentioned system enable it to 
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ippend a comment, and further, if those who perused the picture after that enable it to refer to the appended comment, a 
comment can be attached to the picture on a network with the feeling same with circulating the album of paper and 
Ariting in a comment. 

0036] Furthermore, if it is made to place a print order of the picture exhibited by the group picture public presentation 
neans, a photography person does not need to hear the order of an extra copy of an acquaintance, and does not need to 
urn and each one can peruse a picture and can place a print order of the desired photograph. 
0037] 

Embodiments of the Invention] Hereafter, the gestalt of 1 operation of this invention is explained with reference to a 
drawing. First, the outline of a network photograph service system is explained. 

[0038] Drawin g 1 is drawing showing the overview of the network photograph service system in the gestalt of 1 
Dperation of this invention. As shown in drawing.]. , this system offers digital photograph service on a network to a user 
1, when the service center 2 which receives a service order, and the special lab 4 equipped with the mini-laboratory 3 or 
special facility which performs a printed output exchange information mutually through the Internet 5. Under the 
present circumstances, although it is realizable of connection with the. Internet with all well-known gestalten, such as a 
dedicated line, dialup connection, and a CATV network, since a service center and a special lab need to. perform many 
communications especially, connection by the high-speed system dedicated line is. desirable [ a lab ]. 
[0039] The input of the image data to this system is performed in a mini-laboratory 3. For example, although 
simultaneous print service which develops a film, usually reads the film developed negatives with a scanner 7, and 
creates a print by the printer 9 is performed in the mini-laboratory 3, if registration of a picture is also requested at the 
time of a request of this simultaneous print service, the image data read in the film will be registered into the database 
which the lab server 8 manages, and the form which Registration ID and the registration password of a picture described 
with the print will be returned to a user. 

[0040] Drawing 2 is drawing which expressed to the internal configuration of the lab server 8 of a user's 1 personal 
computer 6, the center server 1 2 of the service center 2, a mini-laboratory 3, or the special lab 4 paying attention to the 
system of drawing 1 . 

[0041] As mentioned above, when a user requests registration of a picture, the image data read in the film 13 with the 
scanner 7 is registered into the high resolution image database 1 8 which the lab server 8 manages by the picture add 
function 17 of the lab server 8. Furthermore, in the lab server 8, the low resolution picture (henceforth a thumbnail 
picture) on which the resolution of those image data was dropped is created, and it registers with the low resolution 
picture database 16 which the center server 12 of the service center 2 manages. 

[0042] In addition, since the thumbnail picture registered into the low resolution picture database 16 is used to the image 
data registered into the high resolution image database 18 being what is used for a printed output in case a user peruses a 
picture on a personal computer screen, especially high quality of image is not needed. In order to have to keep the 
thumbnail picture transmitted from all labs, and to save a disk space, the amount of data of a thumbnail picture has [ the 
center server 12 ] the smaller desirable one. With the form of this operation, L size print is used as the 4 bases (about 
1024x1792 pixel) which are the numbers of pixels required to output by 300dpi, and, on the other hand, the thumbnail 
picture for perusal is using as the 1/4 base (about 368x256 pixel) the image data kept by the high resolution image 
database. 

[0043] The center server 12 of the service center 2 offers various services to a user 1 by exhibiting on a network the 
thumbnail picture registered into the above-mentioned low resolution picture database 16. 

[0044] The various above-mentioned services are offered by the WWW application server 15 with the form of a 
homepage. A program required in order to use the above-mentioned service to a user 1 is offered beforehand. For 
example, in the example of draw ing 2 , by including in WWW browser 21, a user is provided with the plug-in 22 for 
digital photograph service which enables perusal of the registration picture by the browser 21 , download, a print order, 
etc., and it is built into the personal computer 6. By building this plug-in into browsers, such as Netscape Navigator, and 
accessing the homepage of the center server 12, a user can peruse the above-mentioned thumbnail picture and can 
demand various digital photograph services, such as print service, about the perused picture further. 
[0045] For example, in order that a user may demand print service, when ordering information, such as the picture ID 
for a print, print number of sheets, and print size, is inputted, the order file 14 of the predetermined data format those 
ordering information was described to be is created, and this order file 14 is transmitted to the application server 15 of 
the center server 12. 

[0046] The WWW application server 15 distinguishes the lab where the high resolution picture of Picture ID to the 
picture described in the order file is kept, and transmits the order file 14 to the lab server 8 of the lab. The lab server 8 
analyzes the contents of an order file by the order file analysis feature 20, reads the image data for a print from the high 
resolution image database 18, it performs the image processing of expansion, reduction, or others if needed to the read 
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image data (not shown), transmits processed image data to a printer 9, and directs a printed output. 
[0047] As explained above, although various services are offered when this network photograph service system opens a 
thumbnail picture to a user, public presentation of a thumbnail picture was performed by the group unit considering the 
picture registered when the same as one group at the here conventional network photograph service system (in 
registration unit). That is, when a user 1 , for example, requested registration of all the pictures currently recorded on one 
film to the mini-laboratory 3, one registration ID and registration password were published to the picture of the film 1 
duty, and the user was able to peruse all the pictures of the film 1 duty by inputting the registration ID and a registration 
password into a system. 

[0048] The network photograph service system of this invention is characterized by having the picture public 
presentation function made into the unit of public presentation of the arbitrary picture groups which the user set up in 
addition to the picture public presentation fiinction in the above-mentioned registration unit. Hereafter, the thing of the 
picture group which this user sets up shall be called a network album. 

[0049] Drawing 3 is drawing showing the concept of this network album. For example, suppose that a certain user 
photoed film 2 duty, and registered all the photoed pictures into the system. Under the present circumstances, since this 
system can receive registration only per film, The thumbnail picture 25 for 27 coma currently recorded on the 1st film as 
a registration A group Moreover, the thumbnail picture 25 for 21 coma currently recorded on the 2nd film should be 
registered into the low resolution picture database 16 as a registration B group, respectively, and two registration ID 
should be published to the user. 

[0050] In the conventional system, when a user perused a thumbnail picture, perusing a registration A group or a 
registration B group as a bundle was only completed. However, in the network album of this invention, as shown in 
drawing 3 , a picture can be exhibited by making into one group the picture chosen arbitrarily irrespective of the 
classification at the time of picture registration by choosing arbitrary pictures out of a registered picture, and creating an 
album. 

[0051] For example, 1st network album 26a shown in drawing 3 is an album which consists only of a picture surrounded 
by the frame 101 in a registration A group. Moreover, 2nd network album 26b is an album which consists of six pictures 
surrounded by the frame 102 in a registration A group, and four pictures surrounded by the frame 104 in a registration B 
group. Moreover, 3rd network album 26c is an album which consists of eight pictures surrounded by the frames 103 and 
104 in a registration B group. 

[0052] 12 photographs of a family travel are specifically taken with a film 1. Although even a family's photograph will 
be looked at by the coworker of a company by exhibiting a registration A group in the conventional system when the 
photograph of a company trip is taken with 2 Motome's film, since the photograph of a company trip was taken and the 
film became insufficient further with the surplus film One network album 26a is created only with the photograph 
(namely, picture surrounded by the frame 101) of a family travel, as mentioned above, about the photograph of a 
company trip The photograph which chooses the good thing of performance, for example, is shown to all personnel is 
carried to network album 26b, and only a photograph to show the partner who wants to show can be exhibited as the 
photograph shown only to the coworker of synchronous entrance into a company is carried to network album 26c. 
[0053] In addition, in the above-mentioned example, although four pictures surrounded by the frame 104 of a 
registration B group will belong to two kinds of network albums, the thumbnail picture currently kept by the low 
resolution picture database 16 is not reproduced. That is, it does not pass over a network album to the information on the 
correspondence relation between an album name and a picture, and it does not classify and memorize an image data 
main part. Therefore, the capacity of a hard disk required in order to realize a network album function does not 
necessarily increase extremely compared with the conventional system. 

[0054] Drawin g 4 and drawng J> are drawings showing an example of the storage gestalt of the correspondence relation 
between an album name and a picture. Drawing 4 memorizes the related table of an album name and Picture ID. That is, 
if the picture ID which consists of a registration group and the serial number shall be attached, for example to each 
thumbnail picture 25, the picture ID 29 of the picture which belongs to the network album of the album name 28 and its 
album name 28 as shown in drawin g 4 will be memorized as a related table 27. In this case, when the WWW application 
server 15 discovers the related table of the network album specified when one network album was specified from a user, 
is beginning to read the thumbnail picture 25 of the picture ID currently recorded on the table one by one from the low 
resolution picture database 16 and displays on the screen of a user f s personal computer 6, the above-mentioned network 
album function is realizable. 

[0055] On the other hand, drawing 5 is a gestalt which memorizes a correspondence relation by saving the thumbnail 
picture 25 as one image file, respectively, establishing the field 30 which describes an album name in the header field of 
the file, and describing the album name (or the album ID in which the album is shown being sufficient) to which the 
picture belongs to the field. In this case, the above-mentioned network album function is realizable by the WWW 
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application server 1 5 checking the file header of the thumbnail picture 25 which the user registered one by one, and 
making it not display, if the album name specified by the user is included in the header, if the thumbnail picture is 
displayed and it is not contained. 

[0056] With the form of drawing J> , in order to have to define the format of a file header beforehand, you also have to 
define beforehand the number of the network albums with which one picture can belong by fixation. That is, if only 
three define the field 30 which describes an album name, the same picture as four or more network albums cannot be 
made to belong. 

[0057] On the other hand, there are such no restrictions with the form of drawi ng 4 . However, with the form of drawing 

4 , since conflict arises on a related table if it remains as it is when the image data in a database has been deleted, since 

the registration period passed, a system must perform complicated processing of rewriting a related table. 

[0058] On the other hand, by the method of drawing 5 , since the above restrictions are deleted the whole file when the 

image data of a certain thing is deleted, even if a system carries out nothing, a network album is maintained without 

conflict. 

[0059] In the above, although the concept and the realization method of a network album were explained, creation 
processing and perusal processing of a network album are explained below. Drawing 6 is drawing having shown the 
processing (processing carried out to a detail between a browser 21 and the WWW application server 15) performed 
between a user's personal computer 6 and the center server 12. 

[0060] The WWW application server 1 5 requires the input of user ID and a user password of the user who has accessed. 
This user ID is ID which is assigned one to one user unlike the above-mentioned registration ID. The system has 
managed the various information about a user by user ID. Therefore, in order to manage which user registered what 
network album, a system needs to match user ID and the name of a network album, and it is necessary to memorize it. 
[0061] For this reason, in order to register a network album, a user has to register user ID to a service provider first. In 
the following explanation, user ID shall already be registered. 

[0062] The WWW application server 15 collates the user ID and the user password which were inputted by the user 
with the user ID and the user password which are registered into the user information 3 1 which the user information 
database 32 manages. When the user ID and the user password which the user inputted are effective, a main menu is 
displayed on a screen. In a main menu, a user chooses the item of a network album first and registers a network album 
(definition). 

[0063] Selection of the item of a network album displays a network album registration screen on a user's screen. With 
the gestalt of this operation, a user can register a network album by inputting a desired network album name and a 
desired network album password into the box in which it was specified on the screen. As one of the user information 31, 
it is matched with user ID and the network album name and network album password which were inputted are 
memorized, as shown in drawing 6 . If registration of a network album is completed, a screen will once return to a main 
menu. 

[0064] Next, if the item of network album creation is chosen by the main menu, the WWW application server 15 will 
search and read the thumbnail picture corresponding to the user ID inputted by the initial screen out of the thumbnail 
picture registered into the low resolution picture database 16. Reference is realizable by embedding user ID at the 
header of an image file for example, at the time of picture registration. The WWW application server 15 is displayed 
with the name of the network album with which the user registered the read thumbnail picture on the user's personal 
computer screen. 

[0065] Drawing 7 is drawing showing an example of this network album creation screen. In this example, a registered 
network album name is displayed on the bottom of each picture with a check box. A user performs matching with a 
network album name and a picture by deciding the network album with which the picture belongs, and checking the 
check box of the network album about each picture. Drawing 7 belongs only to the network album [ picture / ID 0005 ] 
"the secret of a travel" by a picture 0001, 0002, and ID 0003 belonging only to the network album a "company trip", and 
other two pictures show the state where specification of making it belong to both network albums was made. The 
correspondence relation specified by the user is memorized by the WWW application server 15 with a form like for 
example, above-mentioned drawing 4 or drawing 5 . 

[0066] The network album created by the above processing can be perused by all the users that know not only an album 
maker but user ID, the network album name, and the network album password. With the form of this operation, since 
the input of a user password is not required at the time of album perusal, an album maker does not need to teach an 
album visitor a user password. 

[0067] If an album visitor inputs user ID on a homepage screen, the WWW application server 1 5 will read the name of 
the network album registered by the user ID inputted out of the user information 31 memorized, and will display it on a 
screen. An album visitor chooses a network album to peruse and inputs a network album password. A WWW 
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application server judges the effectiveness of the network album password by collating the inputted network album 
password with the network album password memorized by the user information 31. A network album is displayed when 
a network album password is effective. 

[0068] Here, an album visitor can choose and do the enlarged display of the one picture out of the thumbnail picture by 
which it was indicated by the list as a network album. Although drawing 8 is drawing showing an example of an 
enlarged display screen, it can append or peruse a comment on this screen with the form of this operation. In the 
example of drawing 8 , the comment of the registrant (maker of a network album) of the picture is displayed on the 
bottom of a picture as an owner comment. Furthermore, the box into which an album visitor can input a comment is 
prepared for the bottom of it as free comment field. The comment which the album visitor inputted is displayed when an 
album maker or other album visitors peruse the network album behind. Moreover, you may enable it to append not only 
the comment in a character but a voice comment. 

[0069] In addition, about the picture exhibited as a network album, a print order can be performed by the method shown 
in above-mentioned drawing 2 . That is, although the units of the public presentation at the time of exhibiting a. 
thumbnail picture differ, a user can demand various services on a network from the picture perused as a network album 
like the case where a picture is exhibited per registration. 

[0070] As mentioned above, according to the network album function with which the network photograph service 
system of this invention is equipped as explained, an acquaintance and an electronic album are easily sharable on a 
network. Furthermore, various new services like the above-mentioned comment appending service can also be offered 
now by enabling it to share an album on a network. Moreover, the perusal limit with a network album password cannot 
be performed, but usage of exhibiting its own photograph can also be carried out to many and unspecified visitors. 
Namely, a network album not only says that the album of the conventional paper online-ized, but brings about 
digitization and higher added value for it. 
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* NOTICES * 

Japan Patent Office is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original precisely. 
2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 
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JRLrr^AftffJiS-rSCiKlcfcO. 40 

mt£mt>t>?&micmtR2titcmm& 1 9&-?t lx 

coo5i] mtf. 03tc7^$n^mic7)^ > hr^ 
/<A26a«. a»Ay;i/-^o*o»ioirH*n/ciii« 

A26bte, m$A?)l-y'<Dtp<D&102Xm£tltc6-O<D 
^'A26c«ai^B^-y43O^i03, 104"CH^^lfc8 

ooiii^efcC^r^^'A-c^^o so 
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[005 2] HffcttCCtt, * ;1>A 1 «c<fc 

^TCO^K^l 2ft}Sg2U 4k*otcV ^*AtttJWHf 

©^^ATtt. aiiA^-7^£gaT£C£tc<fc9 
^©HttfcWBio^jit * 6 b £ 5 C <h Cctt o 
±j£<DJ:5tC, ^JfcfT©^* (TfctottelOl 

rHsn/cBHio o&r 1 o<d* ? h tjI/;* A26a*ff 

A26b«c»iBU l5l«8Att©l§l«©*ecS-&S3f*** 

* hrju^*A26ccc^tgr^<hi^j: ; 5cc, m-t±/ct>ffi 

[005 3] «t*5, ±K0CCtt, a»B^X>-:/<D»io 
4-Ci £ ft fc 4 -ooUHfttt 2 ?>7^WU &c#f 

m 2 nn » * if a * ; mba* a* ig « 3 n s c <t « & 1 » . 

[0054]H4*5<tyH5tt, T;I/^A«i®«(0*t 

So -TfcC^^, 0diL«S1fA*^JHB«25Cc3*L. &m 

Z>b<Dt-$Z>t. m4t<Cm-1r&*)fcT)V^A<i&28t. * 
(DT^>' > <AS28CD^ y hr^^^AtC3fJl-r-5Bif(i©Bi» 
I D29i ^;l/27i 'l/rsateLT*J< p CCDii 

^f, www77'y^->'3>t-^i5^ a- ; if*>6 1 
o©* 9 h r;l/^A*s}B5E3tite«^«:}Bffi3 tifc* » 
h T A<OH«f - 1/ W L , f(Df- yJKC 

i^snrc^iii* I D©if A^-f;ujii«E25%iS)»»a 
> 6 (Djffiffi±cc^-r h c t dc ct 0 > ±ie^ v f r 

A«fE*^31-rSCt3&st?*5. 

[0055] -^r. H5«if A^>f;na»25^r-e-n^n 
#mmc7JW*2*%&iE&?zm*&3o£m'txto£. 

(D««Kl-€-<Dli«*iBfFH-r4TJl/^A« (*SC^tt*(D 

7ii//^A^Tt-7;wu i Dfx^rfecfc^) *sea?T4 
jwaei/./cif a*.-t ;hb«2»d7 r -/Ji/^ y y&mxK 

IgL. a-lf^6}g5estifcTJU^A**J-x^yec$* 

a««**i^ 5 c <b » -So 
[ 0 0 5 6 ] H 5 CDJBSS-C« 7 r * #<D!7 * - v 



(7) 

U 

[0 05 7 ]-*, H4©««-Clt C©«fc5tt(flfctt 

fc*. V*f-A(*, BB«f— ^t«firlftit*ttt©« 10 
[0 05 8] C*lCC*tU 15 0*ffirtt. ±&<D£5 

ociriHIBUfcW. 3»c*? h r^AOflsj&ffifflte <fc 

: OTBJwaa«:oi>rsiiB , r*. sea. jL-ircD^va 

[0 06 0 ] WWWT:/lJ^~^3>1f-^15(i, T # 
-F<Z>A#£5*T£„ CCD^-Vl DB, _biB2$S I 

D<t^&«3, j.-if i Xtc*M,n ofdo^r^n^ I 

^WTIBtSLT*5< i#g***4. 30 
[ 0 0 6 1 ] C <£>/ctf>, * ^ > 7;l^ A4»fit £fc«> 

jctt, a-rifB*rif-fcr^Jl-«««:»Lra— !f i d 

D(*Rfc2»3hri>£i®<t^£. 
[0 06 2] WWWT ; ^U^-;>3>^-^'l5ti, :x- 

#wa&tc»&K:w:. o^^-^-^^n 40 

& e ^.-tCfcCiT, 'JL-lftt. $r**F7 

Jl/MA(DJIB*jg!l?LT* h 7;1/>^'A£2S* <5£S) 

. [0'0 63] *^ hr^A©JBB*<atR3*i4i. ^ 

: ^HiSCD^r«, a-lftt. BDffi±CDJS3t3ti/c#^ 

-KS:A*r*.Ci«cJ:9, * » FrJl"<A*B»T«, 

;l>/<A/<*«7- Ftt. S6Cc^T<t^Cca-iftt#S3i(D 50 
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loilt, a— if I D<httJ£^tt6*vCBB«3*iS. 

[0064] &(t v ^>(>y^a-n^ h7^AfP 
fiS<03fiB^«*!3nS<h, WWW7^'^-^3>1f- 

-fj|/B«©^6, ^JWITA^Sh/rca- »f I Dec 

«iLtOTl«2»«fCCBj«7 r -f * a— !f I D 

*v F7X^AQ«|ft£±£(cS^TS. 
[0 06 5 ] i7(i x CCD*? h T^<AfffiBillB©-- 

F7;MAW k *'®*7 h7;wu©fx^ 

sr^SCitCjlO. ** h7^A'AS 
£B*£<D#JC^tt*fT5. H7tt, a* I Dooox oo 
02, ooo3(£ ryiMMfj K7;ma«co*3t 
lb, id ooo5(2 rjfcffoawj &t)9*9 htjv 

.r^<AKWJB3««£^9»««a3nytteK*SKU 

fcfc<Dr*£. a-1f3W83ELfc»lSB«tt, OTW7 
©<fc5&JBffirSB«3ttS. 

[0066] «±<b«aCCJ:pfffiE3hA:*.9 tTiI/^< 

a«> r^^Af^#<z>^^e>r\ a-iriD4*vh 
ru^A^&cfco** » i*7jma/^9- f&XDo-co 

[006 7] 7^a'ABS^, A^-2xjffiffir 

i5«!Bte a ti n >z> zl -if mn 31©* a> e> a* s n/c a 

-If- 1 D-VSmStiX h ri^<A0)*»«:B8* 

£A;>rr&o ww7^y^-2/3>?-^t A^3 
nw-yh7;MAA^7- F*^-tftt^3iCciet83 
hrc»s* 7 Fr;wtA^7- Ftfla^-r^ctccj; 

^^co* v F7^U^X9- FoWj8M4**|3e-r4. 
*y H7^U^7- F*«WS5!ir*-D/ctB^(C«*y 
h7JWU^?n^ B 

[0 06 8] CCr, r^<ABBR*B*^ HTrt/^A 

tur- ss^3fi/cif A^-^^ffij^^^ i ^><om 
m*miRLxW:*:m^-?2> c t ^-c# £ 0 H8(t ffi:A 
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i^-e^^o ms<om^t. mtsxDTic. ^(omi^(o^ 

[006 9 ] J^fc, *v hTJl"*2*LLX2;m2*itcm 

[007 0] JGLk. WIBOfc.t^CC^aM©*^ h«7- 
^ > h»f*1f- t'XCDcfc 5 (Off Ll^- t'X fcjfii 
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